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Abstract

Introduction: Family structure is an influential factor in decision-making
processes and women, due to their significant role in the family and the
formation of family structure, are of particular importance in decision-
making, especially when purchasing. Therefore, the purpose of this study
was to investigate the effect of the role of women and family structure on
family purchasing decision-making styles (FPDMS).

Methods: This paper in terms of purpose is practical. In order to achieve
the objectives of the research, in addition to library studies, field studies
were conducted and the statistical population of the study was determined
from among 8 metropolises of Iran with a population of over one million,
four metropolises of Tehran, Shiraz, Isfahan and Mashhad. 400 couples
were selected by simple random sampling. In order to collect field data,
the research questionnaire tool was designed based on theoretical foun-
dations and interviews with experts and three pre-tests were designed
with 68 questions and 5 Likert scale options. To test the research hypoth-
eses, statistical methods of exploratory and confirmatory factor analysis
and multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA) were used.

Findings: The results showed that Iranian couples when shopping have
seven styles of brand seeker, quality seeker, confusion over information,
value for money, style and prestige seeker, recreational / hedonistic and
unplanned buyers, which according to the findings of multivariate analy-
sis of variance there is a significance between the decision-making styles
of buying families with a democratic structure and families with a patri-
archal structure, and the only 2 styles that have nothing to do with the
family structure are the brand-seeking style and confusion over infor-
mation. ldentification the family structure and women's place can help
sociologists to analyze family purchase behavior and identification the
CDMS can help marketers in correct market segmentation and correct
writing strategy.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In the course of their lives, human beings
face many decisions that are in the process
of achieving goals or satisfying needs, one
of which is the decision of family pur-
chases. Also, various advertisements and
increasing environmental changes have
caused consumers to be faced with a variety
of choices of goods and services and it is
becoming more and more difficult for them
to make decisions.

Therefore, many factors affect consumer
decision making, including gender, age of
consumers, social class, occupation, inter-
ests and personality, family and attitudes of
individuals. Family structure is an influen-
tial factor in decision-making processes and
women, due to their significant role in the
family and the formation of family struc-
ture, are of particular importance in deci-
sion-making, especially when purchasing.

The purpose of this study was to investi-
gate the effect of the role of women and
family structure on family purchasing deci-
sion-making styles (FPDMS).

Methods

This paper in terms of purpose is practi-
cal and descriptive survey. In order to
achieve the objectives of the research, in
addition to library studies, field studies
were conducted. The statistical population
of the study was determined from among 8
metropolises of Iran with a population of
over one million, four metropolises of Teh-
ran, Shiraz, Isfahan and Mashhad. 400 cou-
ples were selected by simple random sam-
pling. In order to collect field data, the re-
search questionnaire tool was designed
based on theoretical foundations and inter-
views with experts and three pre-tests were
designed with 68 questions and 5 Likert
scale options. To test the research hypothe-
ses, statistical methods of exploratory and
confirmatory factor analysis and multivari-
ate analysis of variance (MANOVA) were
used. To analyze the data SPSS and LIS-
REL software were used. The mean vari-

ance index and the combined reliability co-
efficient were used to measure the conver-
gent validity. On the other hand, there is a
divergent validity when the root of the
mean index of variance extracted from the
correlation between the structures is
greater. In this study, the correlation within
the structures is more than the correlation
between them and it can be said with cer-
tainty that the instrument has an acceptable
divergent validity. The results showed that
Iranian couples when shopping have seven
styles of brand seeker, quality seeker, con-
fusion over information, value for money,
style and prestige seeker, recreational/ he-
donistic and unplanned buyers, which ac-
cording to the findings of multivariate anal-
ysis of variance there is a significance be-
tween the decision-making styles of buying
families with a democratic structure and
families with a patriarchal structure, and the
only style that has nothing to do with the
family structure is the brand-seeking style.

Findings

The answers to demographic questions
showed that 42.6% of the respondents were
born before 1980, 35.6% were born be-
tween 1981-1985, 18.9% were born be-
tween 1986-1990, and 2.8% were related.
They are born after 1991. Also, in terms of
education, 39.7% had a diploma and less,
50.7% had an associate's and bachelor's de-
gree, and 7.7% had a bachelor's degree,
master's degree or higher. 25.4% were em-
ployed in government agencies and 49.8%
were employed in private companies.
17.8% of the respondents were housewives
and 7% were unemployed.

Since the purpose of this study is to in-
vestigate the relationship between family
structure and Iranian couples' purchasing
decision-making styles (7 styles to confirm
factor analysis), multivariate analysis of
variance has been used to test the relation-
ship between an independent variable and
seven dependent variables. One of the as-
sumptions of multivariate analysis of vari-
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ance is the equality test of covariance ma-
trices for the studied groups, which is cal-
culated by Box's M test.

The value of this test was 48.248, F sta-

tistic was 1.706 and the confidence level
was 99%, which indicates the possibility of
performing multivariate analysis of vari-
ance.
In the next step, confirmatory factor analy-
sis was performed by LISREL software that
the factor loads obtained for the items were
between 0.57 to 1.57 and the t-statistics ob-
tained were between 6.73 and 12.29. Thus,
due to the significance of t-statistics, the re-
sults of exploratory factor analysis were
confirmed. The fit indices also confirmed
the suitability of the model, so that the GFI
index was 0.89, the AGFI index was 0.87,
the adaptive fit index (CFI) was 0.89, the
square root of the estimation of variance
(RMSEA) was 0.057, and the norm index
was normal. The fitter or Bentler-Bount in-
dex (NFI) was 0.85, the non-softener fit in-
dex (NNFI) or the Tucker-Louise index
(TLI) was 0.88.

Discussion

The results showed that Iranian couples
when shopping have seven styles of brand
seeker, quality seeker, confusion over in-
formation, value for money, style and pres-
tige seeker, recreational/ hedonistic and un-
planned buyers, which according to the
findings of multivariate analysis of vari-
ance there is a significance between the de-
cision-making styles of buying families
with a democratic structure and families
with a patriarchal structure, and the only 2
styles that have nothing to do with the fam-
ily structure are the brand-seeking style and
confusion over information.

Conclusion

Based on the results, it was found that
various factors such as age, gender, income,
employment status, social class, education

and family affect people's decision-making
styles, among which the family as the most
important element of society and the most
influential group in which people are mem-
bers. On people's purchasing decisions. It
was also found that there are 7 styles for
purchasing decision in the structure of fam-
ilies and identifying the structure of the
family and the position of women can help
sociologists in the correct analysis of
household shopping behavior and identify-
ing buying decision-making styles can help
Assist marketers in segmenting the market
and formulating the right strategy for them.
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