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Abstract

Introduction: As contemporary societies become increasingly
complex, communication media have also become more
intricate, exerting various effects on social issues, including
social deviations. Violence, as one of the forms of social
deviance, is a social issue that requires comprehensive
assessment due to its wide-ranging implications. Therefore,
this article examines the influence of communication
technologies on violence among female students in Bushehr
Province.
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Methods: A survey method was employed, utilizing a
questionnaire tool to study the violent behaviors of 1,049
female students in Bushehr Province. The sampling method
adopted was a multistage cluster sampling technique.
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DOI:
10.30495/jzv}.2024.31923.4019 Findings: The findings of this research indicate that
communication technology variables are related to the
disruption of family relationships and religious beliefs, as well
as violent behaviors. Path analysis results reveal that the
dependent variable of violent behaviors is directly affected by
the communication technology variable ( = 0.46), accounting
for 10% of the variance in the dependent variable.
Accordingly, in the path model, only the communication
technology variable has a direct significant impact on the
dependent variable, while the effects of disrupted family
relationships and religious beliefs are indirect. Furthermore,
based on fit indices, the model demonstrates good fit with
RMSEA (Root Mean Square Error of Approximation) of 0.042
and X2 /DF (Chi-square divided by degrees of freedom) of 2.88.
Therefore, according to the results of this study, among the
determinants of violent behaviors among female students,
communication technologies play a significant role. It is
recommended that necessary training regarding the
recognition of these technologies and how to deal with them
be provided to female students by educational counselors at
the school level.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

What is nowadays considered as one of
the influential phenomena in contemporary
societies contributing to the emergence of
social issues has received and continues to
receive attention is the role played by mass
media in its development. Among the
groups that make the most use of media,
adolescents and youths stand out. Children
who spend numerous hours watching
violence on television tend to exhibit more
violent behaviors during adolescence. These
violent behaviors can also impact the future
careers and social lives of adolescents. This
issue, prevalent in many societies including
[ranian society, necessitates investigation
for the purpose of addressing social issues.

Although many researchers have
explored this issue, fewer studies have
focused on the role of communication
technologies in instigating violent behaviors
among female students. This group has
received less attention in studies related to
violence, with more emphasis placed on
violent behaviors among males. This
research gap is evident in both Iranian and
foreign studies. Thus, this article aims to
innovatively investigate violent behaviors
among female adolescents in Iran and their
association with communication
technologies.

Methods

This article employs a correlational
descriptive survey design with practical
application objectives. The target
population comprises all female adolescents
aged 12 to 18 in Bushehr Province in the
year 2019. According to data from the Civil
Registration Office of Bushehr Province, the
population was around 52,555 individuals.
Using the Cohen formula and a confidence
level of 95%, a minimum sample size of 947
was calculated. However, in order to
maintain the sample's usability for
structural modeling, more students were
included, resulting in data collection from
1049 students. The multi-stage cluster
sampling method was employed, and five
cities were selected as sample cities.

Findings

The research model was evaluated using
the least squares method. The empirical
research model is a path analysis model. An
important aspect of path analysis models is
their ability to capture a large amount of
information representing valuable causal
relationships. The path analysis model was
created and validated using software. The
path coefficients represent the strength of
relationships between variables while
controlling for the effects of other variables
in the model. The results indicate that the
research model was confirmed based on
various statistical criteria.

According to the path analysis model, the
only variable with a direct impact on violent
behaviors is communication technologies.
The path coefficient suggests that
communication technologies entered the
model in the initial stage, with a
standardized weight of 0.46. Other
variables, including family relationship
turmoil and religious beliefs, do not have
direct impacts on violent behaviors among
female students. Family relationship
turmoil has the highest indirect impact on
violent behaviors, followed by religious
beliefs. Communication technologies have
the lowest indirect impact, which is
negative.

Discussion

based on fit indices, the model
demonstrates good fit with RMSEA (Root
Mean Square Error of Approximation) of
0.042 and X2/DF (Chi-square divided by
degrees of freedom) of 2.88.

Conclusion

Therefore, according to the results of this
study, among the determinants of violent
behaviors among female students,
communication technologies play a
significant role.
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